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SUBJECT:  FRESH  AVIAN  INFLUENZA  OUTBREAK  IN  WEST  BENGAL 

^1 . (SBU)  On  May  27,  the  GOI ' s central  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
confirmed  a new  outbreak  of  avian  influenza  among  poultry  at 
Hemtabad  in  the  North  Dinajpur  district  of  West  Bengal. 

Hemtabad  is  located  about  490  KM  north  of  Kolkata  and  20  KM  from 
the  border  with  Bangladesh.  Contacts  in  West  Bengal's  state 
Animal  Resources  Development  (ARD)  Department  told  PolFSN  that 
they  sent  samples  collected  from  Hemtabad  to  the  GOI ' s High 
Security  Animal  Disease  Laboratory,  which  confirmed  the  H5N1 
strain  of  the  virus.  Government  officials  started  culling  on 
May  29  and  as  of  May  31  approximately  25,000  chickens  had  been 
culled.  ARD  completed  culling  and  sanitization  on  June  2. 

J.2 . (SBU)  ARD  contacts  confirmed  media  reports  that  people 
resisted  attempts  to  cull  chickens  in  a few  villages.  According 
to  the  ARD  Department,  this  was  to  protest  the  fact  that 
government  officials  were  not  paying  compensation  at  the  time 
the  villagers  were  handing  over  their  poultry.  According  to  the 
ARD,  villagers  started  to  cooperate  after  officials  started 
making  spot  payment  of  Rs . 50  (USD  1)  per  layer  and  Rs  40  (USD 
0.8)  per  broiler.  ARD  contacts  pointed  out  that  in  the  past, 
H5N1  has  always  been  detected  in  the  cooler  months  between 
November  and  March. 

Comment 

^3.  (SBU)  GOWB  officials  cannot  explain  why  the  latest  outbreak 
has  occurred  in  warm  weather  and  are  concerned  that  more 
resources  will  need  to  be  devoted  to  avian  influenza  response. 
Another  factor  they  cannot  explain  is  the  low  mortality  rates 
(20  chickens  dying  out  of  1,200  in  72  hours  in  backyard 
poultries).  Despite  these  anomalies,  the  state  response  seems 
to  be  in  line  with  extraordinary  precautions  associated  with 
standardized  H5N1  containment  measures. 
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